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Buckthorn Removal Efforts in La Pointe,
Madeline Island
Submitted by Ben Schram, Town of
La Pointe Park Supervisor
In late July, the Town of La Pointe’s
Parks and Roads crew joined forces in a
concentrated attack on invasive species
taking over Town property near the
Emergency Services Building and
around the Casper Trailhead Parking lot
along Big Bay Road. About ¾ of an acre
laden with mostly buckthorn along with
some Japanese barberry and invasive
honeysuckle was pulverized in an effort
to recover the understory. A 60’’
industrial rotary cutter on a Kubota track
loader was the primary machine. Tree
bases and tight areas were detailed with
a walk-behind DR brush cutter. The
biggest challenge of the project was
effectively removing large, rotten deadfall
with the Town’s John Deere 410 loader
backhoe in order to access the thickest
patches. The largest buckthorn tree
stumps were treated with Garlon 3A.
While these efforts may have focused on
a fraction of the 40 acres in question, it
will at the very least stop the spread near
the EMS building and continue to be
maintained into the future. One can
Before treatments (above) and after treatments (below) of buckthorn and other
become easily dismayed when
invasives in the Town of La Pointe.
considering the entire perspective of La
Pointe’s buckthorn problem, and the public
In this issue:
should be aware of the Town’s commitment to
• Spring Garlic Mustard Control (p. 2).
seek funding to continue efforts like these on
• Knotweed Knockout 2018 (p 3).
municipal property. We hope the native plants,
• Invasive Species Workshop through Fe University (p 4).
grasses, and ferns will now have a fighting
• Worried about giant hogweed? (p. 4)
chance in this nicely wooded setting under the
• How to distinguish giant hogweed vs cow parsnip (p 5).
pines.
• Annual Picnic and NCWMA meeting on September 11th (p 6.)
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Spring Garlic Mustard Control
Garlic mustard is a fast spreading invasive
species that the NCWMA has focused on
controlling. Hand-pulling garlic mustard in May
and early June is an important part of
treatment to prevent seed dispersal. The
worst infestation of garlic mustard in the
NCWMA is along the Bad River floodplain
Don’t miss the
in the Mellen area. The NCWMA along
2018 Upper
with the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife
Commission (GLIFWC) and the Wisconsin
Midwest
DNR have focused on treating an area of 70
Invasive Species
acres north of Mellen. This year the
Conference on
infestation throughout this area was not as
th
dense as previous years. On May 17
October 15-18!
many people helped pulling garlic mustard
This year the
including a class from Northland College
Kaitlyn Parisien-Nelis helped pull garlic mustard
conference is at
Class, Superior Rivers Watershed
along the Bad River with other children from
Association, and a number of people from
the Mayo Civic
Mashkisibi Girls and Boys Club.
the Bad River Tribe and GLIFWC. After
Center in
school, 13 elementary students from the Mashkisibi Boys and Girls Club from Odanah came
Rochester, MN.
and helped. Smaller groups of people hand-pulled garlic mustard on the other days
Register at:
throughout that week.
Another large garlic mustard infestation spans about 40 acres along the Montreal River
floodplain in Hurley and Ironwood, Michigan. The Gogebic County Conservation District
treats the infestation on the Michigan side of the river. The NCWMA assisted with handpulling during four days on the Wisconsin side of the river. Hurley’s 8th graders helped along
with the Iron County LWCD, Master Gardeners, Ottawa NF, and GLIFWC.

www.umisc.net

There are small scattered sites of garlic mustard in Ashland. The WATERS group from the Ashland High School
helped hand-pull one small site and GLIFWC treated other sites with herbicide. Unfortunately there are two larger
infestations in Ashland that have not been thoroughly treated. The NCWMA will be looking for grant funds to develop a
treatment plan for these sites. Smaller garlic mustard sites were hand-pulled in Washburn, Bayfield, and Superior.

Celebrating the garlic mustard hand-pull along the Montreal River in May with Hurley 8th graders, members of the Ottawa
National Forest, the Iron County Land and Water Conservation Department, Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission
(GLIFWC), and the NCWMA.
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Knotweed Knockout 2018!
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Japanese and giant knotweeds are tall herbaceous perennials that have bamboo-like stems and
typically have been planted as ornamental plants. Japanese knotweed can grow up to 10 feet tall
and has simple leaves with a pointed tip that are widest the base and are up to six inches long.
Giant knotweed can grow up to 15 feet tall and leaves are up to 14 inches long and have a heart
shaped leaf-base (see photo below). Bohemian knotweed is a hybrid species of the two
knotweeds with intermediate characteristics. Although
knotweeds are attractive plants, their roots grow up to
We’re celebrating our
eight feet deep and have underground rhizomes that
accomplishments with
reach up to 60 feet horizontally! Once a patch is
an annual picnic!
established, these plants are very difficult contain, control,
and eradicate. New sprouts have the ability to break into
foundations and pavement. This is a group of plants that
do not have good control results without the use of
herbicide. Treatments usually need to be done multiple
years and monitoring the site should be done for ten
years.
The NCWMA has worked on assisting landowners in
treating knotweed, especially in Bayfield County since
2009. There are 192 sites documented in the region.
Andy Teal wears a backpack sprayer to treat knotweed site in
Many sites are in or at the edge of yards. Other are along Washburn.
ravines. The NCWMA and partners have backpack
sprayers, herbicide, and are certified pesticide applicators. This summer, Ramona Shackleford, Andy Teal of Bayfield
County AIS, and Colleen Matula of the WDNR treated 35 sites in Bayfield County with an herbicide called Vanquish
(Dicamba). Zach Wilson of the Iron County Land and Water Conservation Department and Ramona treated two sites in
Iron County. Ramona and Colleen with two other DNR employees treated one site in Douglas County. Treatments can
continue until the first hard frost. The map below shows known sites of knotweed species in the NCWMA region.
Ramona is working on mapping knotweed throughout the NCWMA region so that a management plan that
encompasses the entire NCWMA can be developed. Landowners with knotweed infestations are encouraged to
contact Ramona to receive assistance in treating these plants.

Knotweed Species

Common Buckthorn
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Leaf of a giant knotweed
(top) and Japanese
knotweed (bottom).

Fe University Workshop on
Identifying, Treating and Reporting
Invasive Terrestrial Plants

Zach Wilson shows students garlic mustard
during the Fe University workshop.
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One of the management goals of the NCWMA
is to spread awareness of the negative impacts
of invasive species in the NCWMA four county region (Ashland, Bayfield,
Douglas, and Iron Counties). Giving presentations on invasive species
topics is an important part of this. Ramona Shackleford (NCWMA
Coordinator) teamed up with Zach Wilson of Iron County LWCD and
Anne Pearce of the Wisconsin First Detector Network to teach a two-day
invasive plant species workshop for Fe University in Mercer in early
June. Fe University offers an assortment of workshops and classes in
Iron County that target adults over 50. During the workshop, students
learned about the priority species in Iron County and how to treat and
report species. The second day included a field trip to invasive species
sites in the area. Students helped pull garlic mustard at one site.
Community groups throughout the area are welcome to request Ramona
Shackleford to give a presentation to a local group interested in invasive
species and control. A presentation can focus on specific species, their
biology, and treatment. As the field season winds down, Ramona will
have more time to present to community groups and schools.

Worried about Giant Hogweed?

National news outlets highly publicized the dangers of giant hogweed earlier this summer. Giant hogweed can
cause serious skin blisters when sap gets on skin in sunlight (photodermatitis). The NCWMA has received many
reports of possible sightings of giant hogweed in the region this summer. All of these reports in the NCWMA
have been misidentified plants, primarily American cow parsnip. The only known historical sites of giant
hogweed in the region are in the Hurley area of Iron County. These were located over ten years ago and
eradicated or are nearly eradicated. Use the next page (p 5) as a reference to determine if a suspect plant is
giant hogweed. If anyone believes they have found giant hogweed, report it by contacting Ramona Shackleford.

The NCWMA Tool
Shed
Is a Community
Resource!
The public can check out
equipment from the
NCWMA tool shed for
invasive species control.
This is a free service! See
the NCWMA website for
details or contact Ramona
Shackleford at
(715) 373-6167 to checkout items.
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Ramona Shackleford (above) at the NCWMA booth at
Lupine Fest in Mercer in June. Ramona has updated
the display and has been taking it to local events to
spread awareness of invasive species.

Giant Hogweed vs. American Cow Parsnip
NOTE: Both plants can cause serious skin blisters when sap gets on skin in sunlight
(Photodermatitis). Giant hogweed can cause a worse reaction.
Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum): Federal noxious weed. Very tall and straight
(6 -12 feet). Very wide stem (2-4 in diameter). Leaves up to 5 ft wide. Purple mottles and stiff white
hairs at leaf attachments. Flower clusters are up to 2.5 ft wide: Umbels with 50 rays or more.

American cow parsnip (Heracleum lanatum): Common native. Very tall (6 to 8 feet) but not as
straight of a stem. Stem not as thick (1-2 in diameter). Leaves up to 2.5 ft wide. Stem reddish
especially leaf attachments, but not mottled. Flower clusters to 1 ft wide: Umbels with 15 to 30 rays.

Northwoods CWMA; (715) 373-6167; P.O. Box 126 Washburn, WI 54891; www.northwoodscwma.org; info@northwoodscwma.org
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Come to the NCWMA Annual Picnic!
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All are welcome to the Annual NCWMA Picnic on September 11th at noon in Prentice Park,
Ashland! The next NCWMA meeting will proceed the picnic, starting at 9 am at the same
location. Come to the meeting and the picnic or just the picnic! It is a great way to
celebrate the accomplishments of the field season.

Join Us for NCWMA Meetings!
The public is welcome to NCWMA meetings! The NCWMA meets every-other month. Typically the group meets on the
second Tuesday of the month at the Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center. The next meeting will be at Prentice Park in
Ashland on September 11th at 9 am. The Annual NCWMA Picnic will follow.

September Species ID Day Presentation:
Removing Non-native Phragmites from Local
Wastewater Treatment Plants
All are welcome to Invasive Species Identification Day at the Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center (NGLVC) in Ashland
on September 21st. Gabrielle Van Bergen, Project Coordinator of the Treaty Natural Resources Division of Red Cliff
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, will be the guest speaker from 1 to 2 pm. She will make a presentation on the
invasive Phragmites removal project that is being done at the Wastewater Treatment Plants in Red Cliff, Bayfield, and
Washburn. There will be informational tables and displays on invasive species from local organizations from 2 pm to 4
pm. The public is welcome to bring in samples of problematic plants for identification and get advice on their
management. On October 12th, there will be a special Species I.D. Day held earlier in the day with children coming from
area schools. Patrick Goggin, UW-Extension Lakes Specialist, will present a program about cooking with invasive
species.
Invasive Species Identification Days occur once a month from spring through fall at the Northern Great Lakes Visitor
Center (NGLVC) west of Ashland. Each event begins with a presentation at 1 pm on an invasive species topic. In June,
Colleen Matula from the Wisconsin DNR presented information and health risks of wild parsnip. In July, Paul Cigan, of
the Wisconsin DNR presented about invasive forest pests such as gypsy moth and emerald ash borer that are
threatening Wisconsin’s forests. In August, Lori Seele of the Duluth Collaborative Invasive Species Management Area
(CISMA) presented about giant, Japanese and Bohemian knotweeds, and the knotweed problem in Duluth with over 300
sites of Japanese and Bohemian knotweeds mapped in the area.

Report invasive species on your cell phone!




Your phone can record the location when you are at the site.
Go to the “Report an Invasive Species” link on the NCWMA website: http://www.northwoodscwma.org/
Use this link to go directly to the form: https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#Y5NO

Contact Us!
Ramona Shackleford
NCWMA Coordinator
Bayfield County Land and Water Conservation Dept.
Dept. Land & Water Conservation Department
615 - 2nd Avenue East
P.O. Box 126
Washburn WI 54891
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Check out the NCWMA website:
www.northwoodscwma.org

