Northwoods Cooperative Weed
Management Area
Working Together to Protect Northern Wisconsin from Invasive Species
April 2018

NCWMA | Issue 28

Working Together: Addressing Invasive Plants
along the Brownstone Trail
By Erika Lang, Conservation Director
Bayfield Regional Conservancy
Do you go to Bayfield often? Have you ever noticed the
trail along Lake Superior that travels south from the city’s
limits towards Pike Creek’s Bay? If you have, you have
experienced the Brownstone Trail! The Brownstone Trail
was created in 1996 by the Bayfield Regional
Conservancy in partnership with over 20 private
landowners and the City of Bayfield who own land right up
to the trail on either side. Originally a railroad corridor,
today it is a highly-utilized and scenic trail that local
residents as well as tourists enjoy using for hiking, biking,
snowshoeing, and other non-motorized recreational
activities.
See Brownstone Trail on page 2.

The Brownstone Trail starts in Bayfield on the west side of S 3rd
Ave, just south of Manypenny Avenue.

Help Fight Garlic Mustard!
Garlic mustard is a biennial plant that invades forested habitats and can push
out native species. The NCWMA has been tracking and treating sites as they
are found. The first site in the NCWMA region was found 2002. Since then
new populations have been found each year. If a population is small when
found, it can be eradicated with dedicated treatments over multiple years. One
important step in controlling this species is to not let the plants go to seed as
each plant can produce hundreds of seeds starting in June. Hand-pulling garlic
mustard in May and early June is an important part of treatment to prevent
seed dispersal. This species has small seeds that can be transported by the
soles of shoes and tires. Many populations appear in yards and along trails.

A garlic mustard plant growing along the
Montreal River in 2017

There are known populations of garlic mustard in Hurley, Mellen, Ashland,
Washburn, Bayfield and Superior. Most likely many sites have not yet been
discovered! Report it if you find it! Treat it if it is on your property! We
welcome volunteers at hand-pulling events! This is a great way to get outside
and do something good for the environment! Check the back page for the
hand-pulling events in the NCWMA!
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Brownstone Trail

Continued from page 1.

The Brownstone Trail meanders along the brownstone cliffs of Lake Superior’s forested
buffer. This area provides excellent habitat for wildlife, including migratory birds that use the
forest habitats. These forest habitats also help maintain native fish and wildlife habitat, soil
stability, and water quality so keeping them functioning is important!
Unfortunately, as we all know, over the past couple of decades, invasive
plants are becoming more common throughout the Bayfield area as well as
northern Wisconsin. While some of these are common species that have
been in the area for many years, they have just recently started spreading
into the more natural, undeveloped areas including places like the
Brownstone Trail. While organizations are cooperatively addressing
invasive plants on some publicly owned lands, many local governments and
private landowners are not taking consistent action due to the lack of
expertise, budgets, and other resources.
As the Bayfield Regional Conservancy stewarded the trail on an annual
basis, we also began to notice the spread of invasive plants. We were also
noticing another complicating factor – the cutting and/or removal of native
trees and shrubs to make more view corridors. As a conservation
organization that wants to set a good example and has experience, we
decided to begin addressing these concerns in partnership with private
landowners, the City of Bayfield, and funders when possible.
In 2015, we conducted an invasive plant inventory in these areas in
cooperation with private landowners and City of Bayfield. Since then, we
View of a hillside along the Brownstone Trail
contact private landowners who live along the trail each year to provide
them information about invasive plants and to talk about the importance of a that needs site restoration after buckthorn
bushes were removed.
healthy riparian buffer to Lake Superior. Through this contact, we also
maintain their permission for us to coordinate treatment using Best Management Practices. Species targeted include
Wisconsin NR40 Restricted species such as knotweed, garlic mustard, and leafy spurge; as well as common buckthorn,
honeysuckle species, tansy, purple loosestrife and garden valerian. There is a little bit of everything on the Brownstone
Trail!

People walking along the Brownstone Trail. In this area, the
Bayfield Regional Conservancy would like to plant trees.

The landowners have been very cooperative and grateful for
the help, as many parcels are owned by absentee
landowners. While we use an experienced pesticide applicator
for the majority of the work, we do make a point to hold at
least one volunteer event each year. Getting people out to
work in nature helps build people’s connectivity to and
appreciation of the land and its natural resources. Recent
volunteers have included landowners, residents who use the
trail, Northland College students, and high school students
through various organizations. We’ve received small grants
through the Xcel Energy Foundation and Wisconsin Coastal
Management to help us do this important work. We are
slowing chipping away on addressing these invasive plants,
and have also started restoration efforts using native plants in
a few areas. But there is more work to be done, so stay tuned!
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Using KoBoToolBox in the Field
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During a special NCWMA meeting on April 11 at the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife
Commission (GLIFWC) office in Odanah, Miles Falck explained how GLIFWC uses
KoBoToolBox to collect all types of biological data in the field. The KoBoToolBox website
and associated mobile device applications (apps) such as KoBoCollect are designed for
humanitarian aid workers to record data while working in difficult areas around the world.
KoBoCollect works well for recording data for biological field work too! GLIFWC has been
using it for a few years for recording all types of field data.

We’re celebrating our

Using KoBoToolBox and the associated mobile phone apps have many nice features. KoBoCollect allows information to
with
be recorded using all the sensors on a mobile device including the GPS coordinates, photos,accomplishments
videos, text and numbers.
picnic! way to
Creating an account and using the app is free and has 5 GB of free data storage available. Itanis annual
an economical
record field data directly into a mobile device so that paper forms do not need to be used and data does not need to be
entered into a spreadsheet later. GLIFWC purchases $50 waterproof phones that can connect to the internet by Wi-Fi.
Users do not need to use mobile data or minutes for data collection. Users can design their own data forms with
multiple choice or a cascade series of questions in which the questions asked depends on the previous answers. The
screen is easy to use in the field. One question is on the screen at a time and swiping the screen records the answer
and takes the user to the next question. The information that one records can be removed from the website at the end
of the season so that the account does not go over its data storage limit. If the field workers have no internet available,
the data is stored on the phone. It is automatically uploaded to a set account when Wi-fi internet becomes available.
Data from multiple people using the same form can be uploaded into the same data file or separated as needed. On the
KoBoToolBox website, one can see preliminary tables, maps, and figures of the data. Managers can also download the
data easily into a spreadsheet, database, ArcMap or other programs.
After Miles Falck’s informative presentation, the group present agreed that NCWMA should create an account to record
invasive species information in the field. Each partner could easily share their data with NCWMA as they gather data
using KoBoToolBox and still have the ability to access their data and download it as needed. The NCWMA would then
share the pooled information with state agencies at the end of the field season. Partners who are interested in creating
an account and using the NCWMA’s forms, could follow the directions below or the group could have another training as
needed. Here is a publicly accessible form that anyone can use: https://tinyurl.com/ncwma-report-invasives

The Nuts and Bolts of Setting up a KoBoToolBox Account
To develop data collection forms using the KoBoToolBox, an organization (such as the NCWMA) makes an
account on the KoBoToolBox website and creates data forms.
1. You (a user) make an account through the KoBoToolBox website by first clicking “Get Started.” The type of
account you make is for “Researchers, aide workers, and everyone else.”
2. Share your username with the NCWMA. The NCWMA will give you access to the forms you need.
3. You download KoBoCollect from the “Play Store” on an Android mobile device (phone or tablet), and sign in
with your KoBoToolBox username.
4. When you open KoBoCollect on you phone, click “Get Blank Form,” and the forms that the NCWMA gave you
access to will be available to download. Download the forms you want. (Note: If your username has not been
added to the NCWMA account, you will not see any forms.)
5. Select “Fill Form” and you can choose a form that you downloaded. As you fill it in, it is saved on the mobile
device. When you get into Wi-Fi range, the forms you filled in are uploaded automatically.

6. The NCWMA shares a link to its account so that you can access the data that you uploaded.
For more: The meeting notes from the KoBoToolBox Training on the NCWMA website has details in setting up an
account and creating forms. The KoBoToolBox website also has a good “help” section. Contact Ramona
Shackleford with questions.
Common Buckthorn
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NCWMA Events
Join Us at the Next NCWMA Meeting!
All are welcome to the bi-monthly meeting! The next NCWMA Meeting will be May 8th at
9 am at the DNR office in Ashland (2501 Golf Course Rd). The focus will be on planning the
garlic mustard hand-pulling events and other summer events.

Help at a Garlic Mustard Hand-Pulling Event!
People of all ages can help with hand-pulling garlic mustard. If you would like to volunteer or you are part of a
group that would like to volunteer, contact Ramona at (715) 373-6167 or e-mail rshackleford@bayfieldcounty.org.
Call for meeting times and locations. Volunteers are needed for all events!
May 11: Wastewater Treatment Plant in Washburn with Washburn High School Students. 1 pm to 3 pm.
May 14 through May 18: Bad River floodplain, Mellen, WI. Cook-out on May 17th. A week of day-long work
starting at 9 am daily. Volunteers welcome for a few hours or the day!
May 15: Montreal River floodplain, Hurley (with Hurley School 7th graders).
May 22: Montreal River floodplain, Hurley.
May 23: Ashland’s Bike trail and lakefront. 3:30 to 5:30 pm. W.A.T.E.R.S. group from Ashland High School.
May 24: Wastewater Treatment Plant in Washburn (All day)
June 4: Brownstone Trail, Bayfield. Hosted by the Bayfield Regional Conservancy.

Invasive Species I.D. Days are Coming!
All are welcome to Invasive Species I.D. Days at the Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center (NGLVC) in Ashland.
There will be informational tables and displays in addition to a guest speaker from 1 to 2 pm for each session.
In October there will be a special event held earlier in the day with children coming from area schools.
NCWMA partners are welcome to have a table or display that relates to invasive species. Contact Susan
Nelson at 715-685-2644 to reserve a table or for more information.
May 11: Bayfield in Bloom! Garden Expo 9:30 am to 1 pm. Invasive Species I.D. Days booths.
June 8: 1- 4 pm - NGLVC
July 13: 1- 4 pm - NGLVC
August 17: 1- 4 pm - NGLVC
September 21: 1- 4 pm - NGLVC
October 12: Invasive Species ID Day - Special event with area school groups - NGLVC

Identifying, Treating and Reporting Invasive Terrestrial Plants
June 6th and 7th (9 am to 12 each day): Fe University. Mercer Public Library. Free class with Ramona
Shackleford, Zach Wilson (Iron Co LWCD) and Anne Pearce (Wisconsin First Detector Network). For
more information: Course description.

Other Events
May 19: Wildflower Walk (10am - 11:45) at the NGLVC led by Ramona Shackleford and Colleen Matula.
(Part of the Chequamegon Bay Birding & Nature Festival.) Learn about the native and invasive plants.
June 2: 2018 Northern Native Plant Sale
NCWMA booth, Bayfield Pavilion, Part of Bayfield In Bloom’s “Garden Tour.”

Contact Us!
Ramona Shackleford
NCWMA Coordinator
Bayfield County Land and Water Conservation Dept.
Dept. Phone: 715-373-6167
Fax: (715) 373-6127
E-mail: info@northwoodscwma.org

Check out the NCWMA website:
www.northwoodscwma.org Page 4

