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Northwoods Cooperative 
Weed Management Area

Meet Our Members
The Northwoods CWMA is made up of diverse 
partners, including federal and state agencies, counties, 
towns, nonprofits, community groups and citizens.  In 
this issue, we feature one of our volunteer/members.  

Q:  Name and Affiliation:
A:  Charly Ray, General Manager
      Living Forest Cooperative

Q:  How did you learn about invasive species?
A:  Through osmosis of an ecological education. 

Q:  Why do you think invasive species are important?
A:  Invasives are arguably the most visible - and 

therefore potentially controllable - threats to 
biological diversity and ecological integrity.  
Invasives teach us the interconnections between our 
ecosystem and our behavior.  Invasives also teach us

humility about our ability 
to control the environment 
and, in some cases, about 
the ability of ecosystems to 
accommodate or recover 
from insults. 

Working together to protect the northwoods of Wisconsin 
from the impacts of invasive species
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Get to Know Before You Grow
Handy tips for gardeners to avoid bringing 

home an invasive species. Page 3

PLUS: Upcoming Events
Mark you calendars!  More on Page 3

Garlic Mustard:  It’s What’s for Dinner
Matt Bushman, Botanist at the 
Chequamoegon-Nicolet National 
Forest, introduces us to this pesky 
(and tasty?) forest invader. 
Page 2

   	

Q:  What is your favorite invasive plant?
A:  Purple loosestrife, because it is easy to spot and it 

means ricing season is coming.

Q:  Why are you a member of the Northwoods CWMA?
A:  To stay abreast of invasive issues and pass that on to 

members of the Living Forest Cooperative. 

Q:  What do you enjoy most about volunteering for the 
Northwoods CWMA?

A:  I've been to the Bayfield Knotweed Knockout and 
enjoyed seeing the community get together on a 
tangible project.

Charly Ray, General Manager of the Living Forest 
Cooperative, dives into a patch of knotweed.
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Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) is 
widespread in southeastern Wisconsin, but it 
is quietly making its way into the northwoods. 
It has been found in Ashland and Vilas 
Counties. It is already green and growing in 
the northwoods, much earlier than our native 
plants. Learn how to identify and control this 
plant, and help us stop its spread in the north.    
Identification
Garlic mustard has white flowers with four 
small petals.  Its leaves are kidney- or 
triangle-shaped with a distinct scalloped edge.  
It generally lives two years.  In the first year, 
you will see a cluster of leaves in a rosette 
about 6” across.  During the second year, the 
plant grows 1-4 feet tall with 1-2 flowering 
stems and numerous white flowers.  True to 
its name, it smells like garlic when crushed. 
For this reason, early settlers brought garlic 
mustard from Europe to use for cooking, and 
also as a medicinal herb (Czarapata 2005). 
Garlic mustard occasionally grows in full sun, 
but it generally prefers partial shade (WDNR 
2010).  It’s typically found in wet or dry 
forests, yards, gardens, and along roadsides. 
Aside from its garlic smell, a good way to 
distinguish garlic mustard is its early growth.  
It begins to grow long before most plants in 
our area, flowering in late April and early May.

Control Methods
The best way to get rid of garlic mustard?  
Get it early!  This plant produces lots of  
seeds and spreads very quickly.  It’s critical   
to control it the same year that you find it.  
The control methods referenced below can  
be found in the manual, “Invasive Plants of 
the Upper Midwest: An Illustrated Guide to 
Their Identification and Control” by Elizabeth 
Czarapata (a great book, by the way!).  
Hand Pulling - Plants can be pulled soon  
after the ground thaws in spring, ideally 
before they begin to flower.  Plants that are 
almost flowering or already flowering should 
be disposed of in a garbage bag and brought 
to a landfill.  Be sure to revisit the site a  
couple times in the spring to verify that all 
plants were pulled.  With persistence, hand-
pulling is an effective, chemical-free method 
of controlling small to medium-sized patches.    
Cutting - Cutting garlic mustard can have 
mixed results.  It can be beneficial because it 
doesn’t disturb the soil like hand-pulling, but it 
can also promote growth if it’s done at the 
wrong time.  The preferred method is to cut 
garlic mustard as close to the soil as possible 
just after the flower stalks have elongated, but 
before the flowers have opened.  Be sure to 
check back for missed plants.
Burning - Fire can be an effective tool to 
control garlic mustard.  Foresters use 
controlled burns for large patches.  For the 
private landowner, propane torches (backpack 
torches) have been used successfully. 
Chemical - Garlic mustard can be sprayed in 
early spring with Roundup or Milestone.  Most 
native plants are dormant in early spring, 
making them less susceptible to herbicide. 
Check the herbicide label for the correct 
concentration, and be sure to follow all label 
requirements - the label is the law.     

Help us pull garlic mustard at Copper Falls 
State Park on May 22.  See our website for 
more information.

Garlic mustard has taken over the understory in 
this Pennsylvania forest, choking out young 

trees and other forest plants.
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Above: 
garlic mustard 
flowers

Right: 
garlic mustard,

first-year rosette

2-3 handfuls of garlic 
mustard leaves 
(stems may be used 
if still tender)

½  tsp salt
1 c  olive oil
1 c  parmesan cheese
2 T chopped pine nuts 

or walnuts

Puree all ingredients 
in blender, 

yields 1 pint.
From: Blue Mounds Project Newsletter, 

by Reed Cockrell 
A word of caution: it is essential to correctly 
identify any wild plant before consumption. 
Use a reputable plant identification guide or 
check the UW Stevens Point herbarium at 

http://wisplants.uwsp.edu/.  

Garlic Mustard 
Pesto

Species Spot l ight : 

G a r l i c  M u s t a r d
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Remember to check seed mixes. These often 
have plants that are invasive in Wisconsin.  
Also check plants ordered online or by mail.

Take a look at the brochure: Landscaping 
Alternatives for Invasive Plants of the Midwest, 
available online at www.mipn.org/MIPN
%20redraft2.pdf. 

Ask for native plants - they are adapted to 
our climate, provide habitat for wildlife, and 
often require less maintenance.

A good rule of thumb: avoid plants that 
grow fast, tolerate a wide range of growing 
conditions, or creeping/spreading plants.

UPCOMING EVENTS
April & May
Invasive species  
workshops for 
municipal 
employees and 
right-of-way 
managers in the 
northwoods. 

May (date TBD)
Adopt-a-park!  
Join us at Prentice 
Park to eradicate 
buckthorn and 
honeysuckle.

Saturday, May 22
Pull garlic mustard 
in Mellen, WI near 
Copper Falls State 
Park and help us 
preserve the Bad 
River floodplain. 

Sunday, May 23
Learn about 
invasive species at 
the Chequamegon 
Bay Birding & 
Nature Festival 
(Festival fees apply). 

June 1-3
Collect beetles near 
the Bay to help 
control purple 
loosestrife. Contact 
Miles at 682-6619 
x124 for more info.

Saturday, June 5
Stock up at the 8th 
annual Native Plant 
Sale at the Sigurd 
Olson Env. Institute 
from 9am to 1pm. 
Don’t miss it!

Monday, June 28
Join us as we target 
spotted knapweed 
at the Little Turtle 
Flowage in Iron 
County. 

Friday, August 20
Paddle with  
NCWMA members 
on the Manitowish 
River and help 
control purple 
loosestrife in Iron 
County. 

Saturday, Sept 25
Be a part of National 
Public Lands Day at 
the Northern Great 
Lakes Visitor Center 
near Ashland, WI. 

For more information about upcoming events, contact Darienne McNamara, NCWMA Coordinator, 
at info@northwoodscwma.org, or visit our website at www.northwoodscwma.org.

Events are FREE and open to the public.

Get to know your garden plants.  
Look for the scientific name (latin 
name), as some invasive plants are 
sold under different trade names. 
The scientific name is usually 
printed on the label as two words, 
first the genus and then the species.  

Look up plants on the UW-Stevens 
Point herbarium at http://wisplants.
uwsp.edu/namesearch.html  Enter 
the genus and species in the search 
fields, then follow the link to learn 
more.  You will see a bright “Stop 
It” icon if the plant is invasive.  

Get to Know Before You Grow
Before you purchase plants for your garden this year, be sure 

you aren’t bringing home an invasive species.  Consider these helpful tips:

Over half of the invasive 
species in Wisconsin 

escaped from horticulture 
and landscaping.  

Invasives spread when 
you aren’t looking! Their 

seeds are carried to 
natural areas by birds, 
wind, and flood waters.  

Common invasive   
garden plants include: 
• snow-on-the-mountain
• periwinkle (vinca) 
• salt cedar (tamarisk)
• Japanese barberry 
• Russian olive
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